Facts About Kiribati

Kiribati is one of those countries you never hear anything about yet has some very unique and interesting facts.
The proper pronunciation is Kee-ruh-bas. The reason for this is that there is no S in the Kiribati alphabet, however, when ti is used it makes the sound that an S would.
The country gained its independence from the United Kingdom on July 12, 1979. It was formerly known as the Ellice (now Tuvalu) and Gilbert Islands.
Located in the central Pacific Ocean, Kiribati is made up of 33 atolls and reef islands. Twenty-one are inhabited.
Kiribati straddles the equator, thus contributing to it being the only nation in all 4 hemispheres.
The country is the furthest ahead of Greenwich meantime at GMT +14, making it the first country in the world to greet each new day.
The country’s land area is only 313 sq mi (811 km) but it is laid out through vast stretches of ocean nearly 2,800 miles (4,500 km) from east to west. This makes it geographically the 8th largest country in the world. 
It has a population of 120,000 people, making it the 197th most populous country on earth.
Kiritimati (pronounced Christmas) is the largest coral atoll in the world and makes up about half of Kiribati’s total land area. It is located nearly 2,800 miles (4,500 km) to the east of the capitol city of Tarawa. 
Over 90% of the population lives on the Gilbert Islands, with nearly 60% living on South Tarawa. The most populated community of South Tarawa, Betio, has 15,000 inhabitants. It is one of the most densely populated communities in the world. To put it into perspective, that's 2.5 times the density of Tokyo.
Tarawa Atoll and other Gilbert islands were invaded by the Japanese in December 1941 and liberated by the Americans 2 years later in November 1943. The Battle of Tarawa was the toughest fortified position the Americans would face in World War II and was one of the fiercest battles waged in the Pacific. Over 1,000 American soldiers were killed in action and over 4,000 Japanese soldiers and Korean laborers died. Large gun emplacements still exist and are one of the few places where you can see this reminder of WWII.
Most of the islands and atolls are 3-6 feet (1-2 meters) above sea level, with the island of Banaba having an elevation of 266 ft (81 meters) above sea level.

Two small uninhabited islets, Tebua Tarawa and Abanuea, disappeared below the sea in 1999.
Much of Kiribati is threatened by changing weather patterns and the rising ocean.
